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Jumping at Conclusions.
The "American plan" for the rehabilitationof Kurope is the big news

feature of the day t»n both sides of the
Atlantic. It is discussed as if it were

something which had been reduced to

writing, subjected to critical analysis
and found either flawless or full of
flaws, according to tlie viewpoint of
the critic. The Kuropean nations act
as if they had been handed something
ill a "take it or leave it" spirit, and j
were in the agonizing process of try-
ing to make up their minds what to
do.

If any one has a copy of the "Americanplan" for rehabilitating Kurope
it is more than probable that Presi-
dent Harding and Secretary Hughes
would welcome u chance to get a look
at it. And they ought to he shown.
It is not at all polite to keep the Presidentand his foreign secretary in the
dark as to what this government in-
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matter of approving a loan to Germanyor calling a world economic conferenceto ait in Washington. Whoeverit is that has worked out the program.whether a messenger at the
State Department or u correspondent
with a superheated imagination, ought
to be more considerate of the men

who are charged by law with responsibilityfor our intercourse with other
nations.
As a matter of fact, the chief characteristic.'of the "American plan" is

its multiplicity. They already number
into the thousands, and new ones are

being emitted like German marks.
But if there is any plan which has
approval of the responsible heads of
the American government, that fact
is yet to be disclosed. About all this
f»Ac'.->en r»i on t lio c A. .n o line Kaon frt I nil i.

rate a willingness and desire to be
helpful in solving Europe's difficulties,
and the rest has been a case chiefly of
jumping at conclusions.

It started with the President's addressto Congress at the opening of
the present session. Two passages in
that address, innocent and apparently
harmless, were seized upon and made
to have meanings which must have
been a surprise to their author. Restatinga frequently declared Americanpolicy, the President said: "We
would rejoice to help rehabilitate currencysystems and facilitate all commercewhich dees not drag us to the
very levels of those we seek to help."
That was interpreted to mean that the
President had made up his mind to
call an international economic conferenceto sit in Washington at an early
day. In discussing the work of the
Washington arms conference of a year
ago he said: "The four-power pact,
which abolishes every probability of
War on the Pacific, has brought new

confidence in a maintained peace, and
I can well believe it might be made a

model for like assurances wherever
in the world any common interests
are concerned." This very amiable
expression of desire for a better understandingamong nations was acceptedas indicative of a settled purposeto intervene in Kurope by the
summoning of an international conferenceon peace and disarmament.
Of like flimsy substance is the

"American plan" which critics are

shooting full of holes today. When
a Paris jiaper comments, therefore,that "the plan looks as if it had
been drafted by the Germans" it is
talking about something of which the
aiiici icau u » c» unit ii l aitu inc aui^i i*

can people are not informed.

Sir Thomas Lipton, on his return to
England, announced that he would
soon Issue his fifth challenge for the
America's cup. He will thus contributehis bit toward reducing unemployment.
Of the three czars of the American

amusement world Czar Thomas of the
theaters probably feels that he has a

sinecure as compared with Czars Hays
and Landis.

The Streets of Washington. i
Washington was once known as the [

best paved city in the United States.
Here the asphalt pavement was

brought to its early high point of efficiencyand durability, and the streets
of the capital were exceptionally
smooth. That day is long past, how-!
ever, and Washington has been out- j
stripped by many cities in'the matter
of street paving, until it is today
scarcely in the running in this respect.
The deterioration of the city's street

surfaces is due to the denial of ade-
fiuate funds for their maintenance.
Year after year estimates have been
cut down and appropriations have
been made in comparatively meager
sums. The Commissioners have been
forced to eke out their means, to
spread out thinly money for repairs
and resurfacing, to postpone the layingof new pavements and generally
to maintain a much lower standard of
street surfacing than obtained In the
past.

Ift yesterday's Star were printed
statements by members of Congress
and of the citizens' organizations in
this matter of Washington's streets,
all to the point of demanding more
liberal appropriations this year. One
million dollars were cut out of the
estimates by the budget bureau ugder

this head, and an estimate of 1730,000
was submitted for the consideration
of Congress. It is obvious that the
tar ital oan not be kept in good order
with $730,000 when at least a million
more is, in the judgment of the Commissionersund their expert aides, essentialduring the next fiscal year.
In consequence of the neglect and

half measures and infrequent repairs
forced by the smallness of the annual
appropriations, Washington's streets
are today full of bumps and holes, and
the country roads lying beyond the
paved area within the District are

rutty and even unsafe. The traffic in
this city has grown tremendously out
of all proportion to the care of the
streets. The development of a heavytruckservice has put a severe strain
upon the pavements, and it is now

under consideration to limit the loads
carried by motor trucks as a means of
preventing undue wear and tear on

the street surfaces.
Washington's streets should he so

well surfaced that they will stand any
amount of traffic or any reasonable
weight. The standard of smoothness
and solidity and durability should be
so high that no -1101118 of spe. d or loadingare necessary to prevent destruction.If it will cost a million dollars
more than the budget estimates to put
the streets In as good condition as a
vour'a wnrlf i»in ur<i>nmnlish. thsif

money should by all means be provided.The District is eager to pay its
share of this cost, and Congress should
act accordingly.

Terrorism at Marion.
At Marion, III., a trial is in progress

with five men under accusation of
murder in connection with the Herrin
mine riot of last June. This trial beganwith a long delay in the securing
of a jury. The county seat, where it
is being held, is less than ten miles
from the scene of the crime. Talesmen
summoned by the court to serve on

the Jury were loathe to undertake this
duty for fear of reprisals. Threats
have been uttered against those who
served as jurymen in case the verdict
would he adverse to the defendants.
Finally a jury consisting mainly of
farmers was secured. Then began the
same trouble in the matter of witnesses.Those who had testimony to

give were reluctant to respond to the
summons to court and to answer ques-
tions put to them. Again threats were

heard from those favorable to the
miners on trial and to the organizationof which they are members. The
situation has reached the point where
a secret organization of farmers has
been formed In the two counties of
Williamson and Johnson, and the
word has been sent forth that for the
life of every farmer taken as a result
of his testimony a toll of ten lives will
be exacted.
These farmer witnesses have been

telling uniform tales of having heard
members of the mob who advanced on

the Herrln mine, declaring their purposeto ki'.l the workers there. Every
one of these witnesses has hesitated
before replying to the questions of the
prosecuting attorney.
More is at stake at the trial at

Marlon than the lives or liberty of the
five men under direct accusation.
Process of law In Illinois is in the balance.The Herrln massacre was an

atrocious crime, but even a greater
crime is contemplated, is even being
attempted, in the effort to suppress
justice.
Evidently the farmer witnesses at

Marion will not be coerced or frightenedfrom the stand or from telling
the truth there. The organization of a

protective association inuiuait-a uiai.

they propose to give their evidence,
despite the risk involved. The very
fact that they are compelled to take
this course is strong testimony to the
disadvantage of the men on trial.

The President.
Mr. Cannon will have his little joke.

Asked about a visit he and a friend
had paid to the White House Saturday,he replied: "We"thought Mr.
Harding was getting Ibnely. So we

merely called to try to cheer him up,
and I think we succeeded fairly well."
Mr. Harding's "loneliness" keeps

him busy. The processions to the
White House are steady and of good
length. All sorts and conditions of
men and women compose them, and
all callers are rewarded with a pleas-
ant word and a cordial handclasp.
"Sweet are the uses of adversity."

Sweet also, when It comes in time, is~j
criticism. And a good deal of the criticismMr. Harding is hearing is comingat the right time. He is in mid-
channel. Two years behind him, and
two years before him. He will make
or break in the two before him.
What of unfairness and injustice

harbors in the criticism now directed
at Mr. Harding he can afford to ignore.That sort of thing usually defeatsItself. What of truth and intelligence,he should, and probably will,
take Into consideration and profit by.

It would be amazing if no mistakes
stood against the president. He inheriteda mess if ever a public official
did; and inaugurating a clean-up has
taxed him to the utmost, we may all
be sure. But he has tackled the job
with courage; and as the people believein his sincerity and patriotism
some mistakes should, and are likely
to be. forgiven him.

The best Illustration of faith is affordedby the man who ceases to
worry when his coal dealer assures

him of a replenished supply before the
last dozen shovelfuls in the bin are

exhausted.

Mr. La Follette and Protection.
In his speech against the shipping

bill the other day Senator Robinson
declared that over fifty republican
candidates for House and Senate in
the recent campaign who stood for the
proposed subsidy were defeated becauseof that fhct. But he did not give
the list, which would have topped the
generalization in value.
In his speech against the same

measure, delivered Saturday, Senator
'La Follette said that "wherever a candidatefor public office declared
against this ship subsidy bill in a districtnormally of his own political
party he was elected and in many district,normally republican, republican
candidates who failed to pledge themselvesto oppose this bill were defeated,
by democratic candidates who pledged
themselves to vote against it."
Here again specifications would

V

strengthen the argument If the Wii
conxin senator has a list, he should b;
all means publish it. It would, at an:
rate, "make mighty interesting read
ing." ,

Mr, La Follette also said of the shif
ping measure that "it represents
policy that has btm repeatedly reject
ed by the people of this country."
The subsidy feature of the shippini

bill is socketed in protection. It is ol
fered and pressed on that score. Th
merchant marine is designed as ai
American enterprise. As many Amerl
run antornriaou nuhnrn hflVA hPPl

brought to large proportions to th
national advantage by the applicatloi
of the policy of protection, why no

this one atloat?
And is not the Wisconsin senato

himself a protectionist? And has h
not repeatedly voted for protectioi
measures which were under demc
cratic attack on the same argumen
he is how advancing against th
Lasker bill sponsored by the Presl
dent?

Receiving Immigrants.
Conditions at Ellis Island are to b

Investigated, with a view to their im
provement. Complaint has been lodge
by the British government through it
ambassador here.
Whatever is necessary to bring th

work of this leading Immigrant sta
tion up to the mark should be done
If new and larger accommodations ar

necessary they should be built. I
changes in those now existing wil

I suffice they should he made.
Congress should be liberal in apprc

priating for this service. Men, womei
ana cnuaren lanaea at mis station, ot

for that matter, at any immlgran
station in the country, should be wel
cared for while in custody of the au
thorities. They have been confined fo
days in cramped and uncomfortabl
quarters on shipboard, and therefor
in great need of good air and elbot
room. To march them from Insanitar:
quarters afloat straight to insanitar;
quarters ashore, and hold them titer
liendiiiB the inspection of their pas«
ports, is an inexcusable hardship.
As The Star said the other day li

mentioning this subject, the glad ham
should be extended to all admitted int>
this country who have come in gooi
faith fur home-building purposes. \V
ask much of them.are properly ask
inj; just now more than ever.am

should show them at the outset sucl
attentions as will strengthen them ii
the change they have made, and en

j courage them to do their best to qua!

| lfy for the work before them.

A slight improvement in the ex

change rate gave the German mark i

boost last week, and at once the cos

of living rose in that country. Nov
consumers are protesting. German;
evidently needs a few lessons in ecc

nomics.

A range of temperature on the sam<

day from 24 below zero at Devils Lake
N. D., and 74 above at Miami. Kin.
illustrates anew the fact that this is <

whopping big country.

London's agitations change with thi
seasons and the years. A short time ag<
the voteless kept things lively in tha
city. Now the jobless are givini
statesmen cause for anxiety.

"Move up in the aisles!" Is a cr;
that now resounds in the city's stree
cars, a preholiday slogan as appealini
as 'Shop early!"

The householder who brags abou
the contents of his cellar just nov

should be careful to specify the con

tents.

New Jersey is rapidly taking: thi
lead over California in the matter o

crime sensations.

SHOOTING STABS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.

Fair Exchange.
A clown whose features, usuall;

merry.
In private wore a look of deep re

gret.
Remarked: "Conditions are peculiar

very.
A curious competition I have met.

Why doesn't life become serene an<

sunny,
Without a grief to complicate af

fairs.
Since everybody's trying to be funny
Regardless of his more lmportan

cares!

"The business expert's gayly eerenad
ing

To bring the banquet to a prope:
close.

By night the grim reformer's mas

querading.
The college prof assumes a cynli

pose.
I guess I'll have to study and tun

teacher
To educate the country and thi

town.
It's up to every clown to play thi

preacher
If every preacher seeks to play thi

clown."

All Kinds of Politics.
"You ought to follow the exampli

of other statesmen and get into thi
movie game."
"No." replied Senator Sorghum

"it's best for a man to stay in the kim
of politics he's used to."

Jud Tunklns says you can't believi
all you read.which Is a great com

fort.

Her Eyes.
I said her eyes were diamonds bright
And yet the phrase looks queer t<

me.
I'll change the term to anthracite.
Because her eyes are dear to me.

Slogans Clash.
"Why didn't you heed the warning

'Shop early'?"
"Storekeeper had a slogan of hit

own, *C. O. D.""

"Fame," said Unole Eben, "aln* ni

great consolation. De roasted turkei
new known how ha was 'predate*
at de Christmas dinner,"gL

v Why United Stal
1 Cancel Debts 0\
h
a.

FVERY time Europe grcts itself
into a snarl and is unable to
coo a wu v nut tVio nmnnMnl is

e I advanced for general cancelnj Iation of Interallied Indebtedness
[. | growing out of the war. It has'be.come a fetish with European statese

men and economists; u panacea for

jj all the Ills which beset them, an abt
solution from all their sins of omissionand commission. Europe Is In a

snarl today, sorely tried by Its Ills
r and oppressed by the burden of Its
B sins. So debt cancellation is trotted
1 out. dusted off and furbished up. and j

oltered again as the sole solution of
* the world's difficulties, the only road
e to peace and prosperity and righteous
I* living.

As all cancellation proposals, no'
matter in what artful guise they may I
be dressed, are aimed at the United
States, and as in any general cleaningof the slate the United States

e would have to do the lion's share of
the canceling. It Is worth while to

take a look beneath the surface of
J glittering generalities and see what

sort of stuffing is inside the package
I Europe Is trying so persistently to

Ihand us.
* * * *

At one end or me cieDi-rtri«n«.nyna j
>. complication Is the United States, j
e which Is owed in the neighborhood of

f $11,000,000,000 and owes nothing as

I an offset. At the other end is Ger-
many, which owes whatever part of
about $30,000,000,000 the allies can

'* extract from her and is owed nothing
1 as an offset. In between stand Great

Britain, France, Italy and Belgium.
which both owe money and are owed,

t A number of other Buropean rounItries owe relatively minor sums,
without offsetting credits, but circum*}stances with respect to them vary so

r widely that they may. without imepalrment of reasoning, be left out of
the general reckoning.

e With this groundwork of underystanding, let us see how all-round
cancellation of debts, with corre'spending reduction in the reparations

y demanded of Germany, would work
e out. The United States would sacrifice$11,000.00ft.000 and get nothing in

return. Great Britain would bo for-
given $r..00ft.000.ftft0 of debts and would
foreive debts snd forego r.-na rat ions *« - I

a AAA nr.d linn un thufl
IHIIIiK lTi'U<tui> c .'.wv.vv-.vww,

i Great Britain would be out perhaps
0' $2,000,000,000. France owes money

both to the United States and Great
* Britain, and has comparatively small
e sums owed her by Italy and some «»f

.. the other allies. It is to be assumed
that she would deduct the debts she

i forgave from the debts forgiven her
i and would reduce reparations demandsto an amount representing the

difference. France, therefore, would
i- break even, theoretically. As Italy1
[. and Belgium owe larger sums than

they can hope to recover from reparationsclaims, they would be out- I
right gainers by a cancellation program.

* * * *

4 This brings the equation up to Ger-
t many. If reparations demands were

y reduced only to the extent of debts|
ir canceled, it would bring the bill,
K against Germany somewhat nearer an

amount which it is possible for her
to pay, but the amount remaining due!
under the treaty and subsequent fix-
ations still would be in the neighbor-

e hood of $20,rti>0.000.00rt, and if the
allies were to continue to demand

' payments from Germany on a J2".- J
. 000,000,000 basis the whole procedure
4 would nave naa nine, u any, eiroci in

enabling Germany to recover her economichealth.
The best informed opinion today is

that a reparations bill of $12.«>00.-
e 000,000 would represent the maximum

capacity of Germany to pay. Ifj0 $12,000,000,000 represents the maxi-
t mum sum which Germany can pay,
y any clairfis above that are merely pa-
' per assets without real value.

* * * *

Now, world opinion, which includes

p American opinion, supports the allies
1 in their contention that Germany
^ ought to pay up to the limit of her

capacity. If she has capacity to pay
^ $12,000,000,000 she ought to pay that'
j sum. There is not. outside of former
enemy countries, any considerable
sentiment in favor of a.lowing Ger-j

? 1 many to escape the just consequences}
of her wicked folly. It is a fair as-

sumption, then, that even if all inter-
allied debts and the debts owed the
United States were canceled, the al- J
lies would continue to insist that Ger-

5 many pay up to tne limit ot ner

f capacity.1 If this Is to be the procedure the
debt-canceling program resolves it-
self into a proposal that in return for
cancellation of debts which they
could not evade without national dishonorand ruin to their credit the
allies are willing to write off their
books an equivalent amount of the
utterly worthless part of their claims
against Germany, leaving them free
to collect all they can and still to
claim more than they can collect. If.

y on the other hand, it is proposed
(which it is not), first, to fix reparationsat a sum which is possible for

c Germany to pay and then to reduce
that sum by whatever debts are canceled.the result would be that Gertmany would escape almost entirely
from financial penalties for her
wrongdoing and punishment for Germancrimes would fall upon the tax1payers of the United States.

* * *

It is a rather remarkable coincidencethat the amount which It is
, estimated Germany can pay in the
t way of reparations approximates very

closely the amounts which the allied
(vni'ornmonta nwa ))A crnvammArit nf

- the United States. Twelve billion dollarsis the estimate of Germany's
paving1 capacity. Principal and unr.paid Interest on allied debts to this
country are in excess of $11,000,000.000.

'* It also is a fact worth remarking,
though it hardly is a coincidence, that

% the total of the indebtedness which
it is proposed European nations shall
cancel approximates very closely the

I total of the indebtedness which it is
proposed shall be canceled by the
United States. Prance and Italy and

5 other countries owe England monfey,
but the money England loaned them
was part of or was offset by money

5 which England borrowed from this
country. The same is true of loans

5

Canadian Comment on F
In deciding a case under the mlni5mum wage law of the District of CoBlumbla the Court of Appeals of the

District made some remarks that applygenerally throughout the contlnentThe Children's Hospital at
Washington resisted the application
or a law wmcn nxeu iid.uv a weea

as the minimum wage for woman
workers. The figure is not a high
one as wages now rule in large cities,

- and hospital work is not easy. This
view of the case was not considered
by the court, which had regard only
to the legal aspects of the dispute,
and the decision was in favor of the
hospital management. Incidentally

* the judgment discussed the position
) of women under the law, and the effect.remote as well as present, of

using the power to regulate wages
by legislative bodiee. Justice Van
Orsdell, in giving his opinion, put it
that no greater calamity could befallthe wage earners of the country
than the assumption of the right to
fix wages by statute. If the law may

* establish a minimum wage for women,he said, it may establish a maxi,mum wage also; it may exercise the
same power and establish the wages
to be paid to men, it being added that
"if higher wages are necessary to
preserve the morals of women, they

' are equally necessary to preserve the
r morals of men." Incidentally, the
* Judge contended that high wages do

not necessarily tend to good .morals,
and that the standards were no high-

tes Should Not
ved It by Europe
which France made to Italy and
others of the allies. So the cancellationprogram amounts to a proposal
that practically the whole burden of
cancellation shall be borne by the
United States, while about half the
credit for generosity would go to
England and France.chiefly to England.

it * * *

But, it is argued, the United States
is a rich country and was less Injuredthan the other principal allies
which fought against Germany. As

to the first, it never has been held
that because a nation was rich was a

logical reason why it should submit
to being mulcted. Certainly Great
Britain, when she was the chief creditornation of the world, set no such
example of careless generosity. Nor
since the war Jias her course warrantedthe contention that she regardedthe cash and other resources
of all the allies as in a common pool.
She has presented her bills.steep
ones, at that.for transporting our

troops overseas to fight in the commoncause, and has accepted cash
settlements as a matter of course and
as a natural closing of a regular
business transaction.

It is true that we were less injuredthan some others of the nationswhich warred against Germany,
but it is true also that we got less of
the spoils of war. In fact, we got
none. The entire cost of our participationis a net financial loss to

us, arid that loss mounts high into
the billions without adding the additionalbillions in loans which we now

are asked to forgive. Others of the
allied and associated nations, includingJapan, which played only a minor
part, are potentially a great deal
richer instead of poorer because of
tho war. They stripped Germany of
her colonial possessions and divided
them up among themselves, some

by outright annexation and others
through "mandates," which is annexationby another name. Some of
these possessions, notably those in
* '-i"" """''Jin vast undeveloped re-

sources, and when it is realized that
future advancement of the white race

must come in large measure through
development of hitherto practically
untouched tropical resources, it is believablethat the spoils of war which
fell to the allies, particularly to
Ureat Britain and France, will in futureyears make their actual cash
expenditures in the conflict seem insignificant.

* * * *

It is hard, therefore, to see v;hy
it should be expected that this countrywould be willing to be the one

large financial loser among the victor

nations. It is tme that this particularwar booty is not a quick asset
which can be realized upon to meet

hut liavment of the
debts owed the United .States is not
a pressing need. Certainly this governmenthas not pressed any of the
debtor nations for payment, and has
not indicated any purpose of doing; so.

Tiie course the American governmenthas heretofore pursued warrantsthe assumption that, upon showingby any of the debtors of inability
to make present payments, funding
can be arranged on a basis to defer
payments until they can be made
without undue hardships. It may developthat the debts owed us by some
of the weaker nations may have to
be forgiven, or at least forgotten, but
there is no reason why we should be
in a hurry, about wiping even these
off our books, if we wait we may be
able to get something in return, even
if if be no more than assurances that
these nations will live peaceably with
their neighbors.

* * * *

But Great Britain can and will pay
what she owes us, despite the pessimisticview which Bon^r Law takes
today. Britain ever has been jealous
of her financial honor, and never has
repudiated an honest debt. The honestyof the debtjshe owes the United
States has not been questioned. And
it is right and proper that Great
Britain should pay, in view of what
she got out of the war and what we
did not get out of it. It would be
rather an unreasonable expectation
that the American people should go
down into their pockets to help pay
for the enlargement and enrichment
of England's colonial empire.

Despite the embarrassments of today.France, too, can pay in time
without undue hardships, and in the
course of years it will be found that
the sums she is called upon to pay to
keep her credit good are small when
compared with the wealth she will
derive from development of the territorieswhich fell to her in the divisionof the spoils of war. Even
without this, readjustment and actual
payment of reparations and reduction
in her huge outlay for armaments
would soon relieve France of her
most serious difficulties.
For Italy the promise held by the

future probably is less bright, but the
money she owes the United States
need not be an obstacle to Italy's
economic recovery. If this country is
willing to wait an indefinite time beforereceiving payment, either of
principal or interest, Italy ought to
De abie to wail with equal equanimityto see what the future will bring
forth. Ami the same is true of Belgiumand the other countries which
owe u» money.
Even the prospect that Russia may

eventually pay is not as hopeless as
some believe. Russia Is a country of
vast resources and great potential
wealth. Some day there will be an
orderly government there, and that
government will be as jealous of Its
tinancial Integrity as are other enlightenedgovernments.

* * * *
And now comes a final phase of

the question which apparently is littleconsidered by those In Europe who
are putting out propaganda for cancellation.Unless the lessons of historyare not to be relied upon, unless
men radically change their natures
and nations their policies, some day
thero is likely to be another great
war in Europe, and the peoples engagedin it will be under the necessityof borrowing money. If the
money borrowed to wage the war
lately ended is not to be repaid, is it
likely the defaulting nations could
find anywhere a government or a
people willing to make them loans
to wage another war? If a nation is
to be prepared to defend itself againstaggression, it is as necessary that it
keep its credit good as It is that Itkeep its powder dry.

ixing of Wages by Law.
er among the prosperous than among
the poor. He thought that In the
United States wages have never been
so high as Bince the outbreak of the
war. "and never In the history of the
republic has crime been so universal;
and this condition. It must be conceded,has made an unfavorable Impressionupon the morals of the people."The decision applied the rules
of law to the case of women in » wbv

that may cause some to doubt the
great benefits they expected from
electoral enfranchisement. Equality
with men means equality In other
conditions than those concerned with
going to the ballot box. The constitutionallimitations upon Congress, It
was maintained, involve fundamental
principles of human rights reserved
to the wholo people, and not to any
favored class of citizenship; "they are
for the protection alike of the rich
and the poor, the strong and the
weak, the high and the low, and may
not, either by legislative or judicial
flat, be used to extend special protectionto any particular class of citizens."In many states of the republic.as in some provinces of Canada,
the laws have been used to secure for
woman workers protection from competitiveconditions in the labor marketand much litigation may be had
before the final interpretation of the
constitution bearing upon the lssuea
Meantime, in the pistrlot of Columbia
the law will not Interfere with the
wages arrangement jaffecting woman
workers..Montros^paxette.

Appeals for Germans.

Dr. Kober Answers Dr. Wiley as

to Needs and Deserts.
To the Editor of The Star:

I thank you most sincerely for publishingmy appeal for the starving in

Germany. I have read Dr. Wiley's |
rejplnder, and cannot deny that from
the viewpoint of my good friend he Is

'justified in assuming that the German»peopl©do not need nor deserve

aid. Whether his estimate of the Ger,
man people is correct time and Impartialhistory alone will reveal.

I am a man of peace, and consider
It Just as Immoral for nations to set,1Lhovnnpf
tie their difficulties wu» mc ,

and bullet as it Is for Individuals so

to do. But I believe it is unfair to |
judge the moral fiber of a nation by |
the methods of warfare encouraged |
by its military leaders. Examples of j
obvious barbarity have been recorded
in every war. even in our own civil
war, and will so continue as long as

J war is tolerated.
My appeal for aid is based upon the

literature of the central committee in

New York for the relief of distress in

Oermany and Austria and the expert
opinion of Dr. Copeland. the health
officer of New York and senator-elect,

[all of which fully corroborate the sad

accounts given by relations and
friends, and the very recent statementof Joseph F. Tumulty and generalpress dispatches.

If Dr. Wiley is able to quote from

an American commercial journal that

] the industrial and commercial activityis greater in Oermany than In anv

oilier European country, it simply
1 substantiates my statement that the

j German people are making an honest

j effort to convert their labor into

i money, meet their treaty obligations
(and buy sufficient food and raw mate- J
! rial to*"carry on."
I But when, in spite of their heroic
efforts, we read in dispatches dated
Cnblenz. December 3, that an Americanpost of Veterans of Foreign Wars
started a purse of 200.000 marks, that
relief work already has begun among

the German poor, a number of soup

kitchens are operating, supported
largeh* hv officers etc.. T hone I>r.

j Wiley will admit that these T>oor peo
nle are regarded as both in need and

I'deserving of American charity.
The records of the United States j

department of Commerce show that
Germany and Austria in 1920 and 1921 f
imoorted from our country oreaa-

[stuffs at a cost of $? 73.246.378 and j
} moat and dnirv products to the I
amount of $109,452,752. |

Dr. Wilfy rites the fact that the
poId reserve in the German treasury
on October 31. 1922. was only 1.004.863
marks. Hence the question naturally
arises, how can the German govern-,
ment provide food to prevent starvationand at the same time continue to

nay reparations in money without at

least a breathing snell?
Our government has repeatedly de

! clared that we are not fighting the
German people, but insisting1 on mak;ing the world safe for democracy,

j The young republic is now struggling
for existence, the life or death of a

j nation. Possibly anarchy and confusionis involved. I deem it. therefore.
the solemn duty of th* de*«cendr»
of over 6.000.000 of Germans who

-. *

I have emigrated to tnis couniry. «iu««

jof whom 1.686 1*12 during the census
of 1920 were born in Germany. to
show true charity and thus aid in

(Preventing* a repetition of the lius- i

sian horror. I
It has always been a source of)

j great satisfaction to me to know that
'the first aid from this country after
the armistice was rendered by the
Society of Friends, which matched
(dollar for dollar contributed by the
German element. They evidently rememberedthat the Mayflower of the
.German settlers was the good old shipj
j Concord, which landed in Phi'.adel-i
phia in October, 16S3. and that they,}
with other good people who followed, }
settled in the counties of Montgomery.Bucks. .Lebanon, York, Berks, j
Lehigh. Northampton and the north- r
ern counties of New York. They also J
very likely were mindful that the!1
first formal protest against barter in
human flesh was filed by the settlers
of Germantown in 1688. 1

I have read with pardonable pride
of the deeds of valor of these German
settlers in the defense of the frontier
in the Mohawk and during the French
and Indian wars long before the r»»vo.Itttinn Whllt. ora t ofn II v rppa 11 i n f?

| the distinguished services rendered
by the French patriots, Lafayette, j| Rochambeau and others during the
revolutionary war. we should not for-
pet that the German element, then
numbering 225,000 in a total of
2,243.000 in 1776, contributed not only
a full quota of troops, including two
Kobers. but also the trusted bodvjguard of the father of our country.

|Of the value of Gen. Steuben, the inJspector general, of Gen. Lutterloh as

| quartermaster general, and Ludwig.
the superintendent of bakers, and of
other leaders in the cause of freedom,
like Muhlenberg, Herkheimer and
others. I would have American historiansspeak. I cannot refrain from
stating that Steuben remained in this
country, figured as a regent of the
University of New York, assisted in
planning our Military Academy and
the defenses of the city of New York,

andthat the heroine at the battle of
Monmouth, Molly Pitcher, was the
daughter of Mary and John George
Ludwig.

j The war of 1812 furnished such
.heroes as Wa*bach, Armistead (Armjstadt),Pennypacker. Hampbright. In
every war the German element contributednot only its* full quota of
soldiers, but in many instances these
were among the first to volunteer.
According to Benjamin A. Gould,
there were 176.817 German-born volunteersin the Union Army.
The impartial reader of history

cannot fail to observe that Germany's
contribution to the development of
our beloved country is at least equal
to that of any other foreign nation,
and that the appeal of the German
people for justice and aid is deservingof serious consideration. There
never was greater need for "peace on
earth and good will toward men"
than now.
Residents of the District who respondto the appeal for fc*)d and

clothing for the starving German
and German-Austrians are «^n»nn..
their money contributions to Mrs. M
D. Koenlg. financial secretary. Districtof Columbia relief committee
400 Seward square southeast: old
clothing to the Concord Club, 314 C
street northwest, or both to the Cen
tral Relief Committee, Inc., 247 Eas'
41st street. New York city. All moneycontributed will. It Is promised, be
converted into flour, fats and milpowder and forwarded to the German
Red Cross.

geo: m. kober.

Urges Thai Speeders
Be Given Jail Terms

TO tbe Editor of The Star:
My experience with an automobile

speeder last night, which almost cost
me my life, as well as the demolishingof my machine, causes me to
write and make a suggestion In
further efforts to break up automobilespeeding In Washington.

I have been driving a car in this
city for almost three years and have
always tried to abide by the law in
this respect, but there are still hundredsand hundreds of drivers who
ignore this law. in spite of the presentpunishment of fines. It seems
to the writer that if a law could be
passed which would give the offenderof the speed law an opportunity
to reflect over his reckless driving
and that this reflecting be done behindthe iron bars of a cage while
at the precinct, where he is brought
to put up his collateral, that this
would give him plenty of time to
think over' his act to such an extentthat he would probably hesitate
considerably before driving recklesslyagain.

It seems to me that as long as it
only requires a 15, *10 or *15 collateralto get out of a speed Jam
we will never break up Bpeed mania,
but if such a law could be passed
which would make it necessary for
the offender to spend at least one

night in Jail this would certainly
have a tendency to prevent speeding.
Trostlag that my suggestion may

beoome a reality. J am.
E. R. HAAS.

CAPITAL
BY PAUL

When Gen. Pershing's first contingentof the A. E. F. arrived in

France, an orator startled the peoples
of both countries with a dramatic
exclamation: "Eafayette, we are

here!" It has been generally acceptedin many parts that our coming
into the war was in defense of France
in return for Imfayctte's romantic res-

cue of the thirteen American coion tea

from the tyranny of England, and that
our debt to France had been drawing
compound interest ever since the revolution.
The historical fact is. however, that

we owed no such debt of gratitude to
France. Lafayette never came with
any important reinforcements. The
question so often asked concerning
the recent world war. ""Who won the
war?" could never have been answeredin reference to the American
revolution, except by saying that the
English whigs won it for America, in
spite of the machinations of the French
government, which plotted most
malignantly to steal from America
the Jfruits of victory and to hamstringthe young republic, lest it grow
too strong.

* # * *

What is all this hero worship of
Lafayette? Who was he and what
did he accomplish? lie was a nineteen-year-oldnobleman, holding a

commission of the grade of captain,
stationed at Metz. when an exiled
brother of George Iil of England
stopped there and. at a dinner given
in his- honor, made a speech denouncinghis royal brother on the
throne of England, and te ling how
the king had gone to war with* his
"'.Inn ice in Amfirip;i
The fledgling French captain vas

fired by the eloquent hate of the
visiting Knglish prince and forthwith,
see in sr a <hance to distinguish hims'elf
in America, he went to the secret
agent of the American colonies in
I'aris and proffered his valiant sword
upon condition that he he at once
given the grade of major general.
The noble rank of the hoy induced
the American agent to promise the
grade of major general, and when the
Americans could not furnish even
transportation for the young adventurerLafayette, being wealthy by
inheritance,.bought a small ship and
secretly began fitting out a buccaneer
expedition.
Ix>uis XVI was at peace with iJeorge

III. hence the Lafayette expedition
was a filibuster. An order for his arrestand the dententlon of his ship
was issued. The ship evaded the officersand got into Spanish waters:
the young filibuster escaped from his
captors, end at last the expedition got
away, with fapt. Lafayette and a
handful of his followers. It was not
a command for a major general: it
was a corporal's guard, less the "littlecorporal."

When the boy arrived in Philadelphiaand claimed the commission of
major general Congress was aghast.
Tiiere were American soldiers far
more competent and deserving: of the
grade than' lie. but the congressmen
were dazzled by his noble blood, and
in course of time, seeing that severalof the adventurers who had
come over with him. expecting the impossiblechance of rank and fortune,
were returning to France in disgust,
thought it policy to hold this noble
scion by giving him the empty rank
of major general without assigning
him to any command. So he was at
Washington's headquarters for severalmonths, "major general" withouta command.

I^ater. fretting because he was
given no responsibilities by (Jen.
Washington, who petted the boy. but
did not take him seriously. ]*afayette
went to Congress, directly violating
military regulations by going outside
'»f military channels on military matters.There he again so dazzled the
statesmen that Congress, without the
knowledge of the commanding gen-
eral, agreed to organize a new invasionof Canada and give MaJ. (Jen.
Lafayette a full division and the
command of the expedition. He was
not to he under Gen. Washington.
The Canadian invasion "died abornin*"and Maj. Get*. Lafayette was

ordered back to Washington's army.
Later, with more discipline and experience.he developed into a biave
and competent soldier ami gave individualservice to America.

* * * *

What was the policy of the French
government? I>id Louis XVI hope
for success of a republic? Did France
aid the colonies? No, not until the
surrender of Burgoyne's army of
6,000 to the victorious Gen. Benedict
Arnold.later the traitor.and the
agitation of the whips in Kngland
for peace and independence of the
colonies. It became so certain that,
let alone, the colonies were about to
win the war that then.and not unStory

of a "Pri
And How He

BACK in 1SS4 a lank country
boy, eighteen years old,
greener even than the Kaiisaefields from which he had

come, entered the office of the TopekaDaily Capital and asked for a

job as a typesetter. In those days
Kansas had a prohibition law, but its
enforcement at that time compared
unfavorablv even with the enforcevHwmmmmmmmUient Of the Vol-

teaci act xoaay.
' ° youngster
rom the country

&& J -Arthur <*apper
' %*J name . had

W cached Topeka
)S&s^wL*- tbout fi o'clock

>no Saturday
evening. With
°rty saloons still
lourishing in the

onc<nlf of the print*
rs the
Japital were forSENATORcapper, petting thtir errorsancT their

sorrows with the aid of strong
liquor.

It was a psychological moment for
young Capper's appearance. He was

given a Job. He did so well that he
was IVIU IU Wiuv U1VU..U VMV ,.v«.

day. This was the beginning of a

career In the newspaper world that

today has made Arthur Capper a

senator of the United States and
owner of twelve publications, two of
which are daily newspapers, five are

weeklies, three are semi-monthlies
and two are monthlies. One of the
daily newspapers he owns is the Top£kaDaily Capital.
Young: Capper did not just naturallypick up typesetting" in one

night's work 011 the Daily Capital, of
course. When he was thirteen years
old, at his home, in Garnett, AndernnnntvKan., he went to work
aa a printer's devil in the local
printing: office. He received 60 cents

a week. In that shop he learned the
trade and at the same time ho kept
up with his schooling, going through
the high school. Being an adventurousyouth, when he was eighteen
he stuck his hat < n his head and set

out for the state capital to make his
fortune.
He made good as a typesetter on

the Dally Capital. All the typesettingin those days was done by hand.
He was quick and turned out clean
work. After a few mouths at this
work the editor of the Capital, who
had taken an- Interest In the youngster,called htm Into his office and
Mktd btfB.it he Would like to try re.

KEYNOTES *""]
V. COLLINS.

I til then.did I/ouis propose to "help
Americans," and all that lie accomplishedwuk to prolong the strugJgle through four more years of bitil^mcss and bloodshed. Without hi*

interference, peace was assured in
1777, but when France joined in the
fight England became bitter.

* * * *
It was not until the final negotiationsfor peace were under way, after J

Cornwall!*' surrender at Yorktown.
That the Machiavellian hand of 11»
French premier, Vergennes. showed

| itself, through diplomacy, in serious
efforts to rob the American victor-
01 uiPir inumpn. mo amis innuenceo

largely by the Spanish allies <-f

j France, for Snain was fighting Eng.
land in an effort t«> retrain 'Jibr.iitar.
Count Arlanda. trie representati\ *

of Spain iu the negotiations for
tlenient of the English war. \vr » ^
to his king:

"This federal republic is born »

j pigmy. A day will come when it will
be i giant. even a colossus. for?:a

j dable in these coun*ries l/'^ra
conscience, the facility for aldishjing a new population on iininer.se f

lands, as well as the advantages- <

{the . new government will dra ««

thither farmers and artisan* from
nations. In a few years we shal
watch wi*h grief th" t il t \

j j^t.-nee of this same COlOFfhlF. *

The letter went on to predict tl *

the Americans would nresentlv g<

ros*if» '"ns of Plerida and would a*

.tack Mexico.a true and -«<

proph«-e\- Arlanda lia-1 ir fltiei-.c *

over Vei-g» nnes and present -J the>.-
I viewr- also i*. him.

* * * *
I

-V"*:i f ,!;}

WTf in power in th« Kntrlish j?ovjeminent much t«# }.« dis'p asure * '

j Kins: fleortre III. !>ml Shelburne
was secretary of Mate f'<r home and

icolonial affairs. a: d later prime min
irter.and lie wa a time M uupm1of the American colonies 1 "x was

secretary of state f..r f- imi affairs
and was not friendly 10 *}. e Amrrijcan?. Servinir in Jh»- same cabinet
these statesmen dKmited ;js 10 wlnnr
office should hand'. the set t

Tf the independence nf the Mat.>'.werefirst recopnized th» v -v-mM
then become "foreign.'* and f-<. !"
would settle details of the j.e f
Vcrpennes iirjred iin«'t! the .\n,« ri
commissioners Kra rhliti vd l:<

?that independence be mad. the ffrM
.'condition t-recedent of all neeot i

JMons. and he slyjv pr«»'w.~. d that lit
hounnqrios or in e i tut*"! r»i:« »

I should be arvordinir t.. tfi Qo< »

not. whereby Kn«r!:tn<1. in wewtn

jCanada from the Kr« n« n in 17."7. h.i
declared that the southern bouuda*-iof Canaan was the Ohio ri\'-r. .11
tlioueh Ohio ami northwest tin -.

jbelonped to Pennsvlvan'a and V

j cinia. Verpennes also nr<»no<o.d tl.a*
all territory ih" Al!<rli«-r
mountains -mil the Mis«-is«inni

!from the Ohio to Florida should r< *

main Indian under the ioint n-. t.

j torate of Smiin and the 1'nited Stat*
j and was not to he settled by t1
'Americans. Also the Newfonndla

| fisheries were not to he entered laIthe Americans, hut to he reserved h
Fneland for Canadians, many
whom were French.

* * * * J

J These restrictions were acrid'n'al!. <

discovered by Jay. and when John
Adams, our third commissioner, ar-

rived at that opportune moment it

j was derided to hasten secret torn.
Iwith Shelburne without the fciinwljedge of Yergennes. This was do-

"i defiance of irsiructions f'-om
Congress. secured through the lohb. t
ling of two French agents. LuzerTf
and Marbois. which "sjllv and pu>-ii
laninmus instructions would roquin!that its commissioners be guided jr.

jail tilings by the wishes of tin
French court." as Adams expressed

] it. adding, indignantly? "f Congress
surrendered th«-ir own sovereign! >
into the hands of the French mln!ister. Hlus-h. blush, ve guilty record-
Hlush and perish! It is glory to haw
broken such infamous orders!"

* * * *

Why do we hear so much about on("obligationsto France" because of

j Lafayette and so little about th>
treachery of Vergennes and the piracyof the French first republic?
Our first war was one of defense
against France. How long since the
French spoliations 'aims, which grew
out of French piracy, have been
settled ?
We love France.the people.bu» '

when the French government talks
of our national obligation to enter

I into entangling alliance with her.
whereby we should send another two
'or ten million soldiers to ln r r« in.forcement. let us weigh Lafayette
against Vergennes and the brihejsoliciting directorate and foot up the
totals of the respective ohligai.ons.

interne
LUf/Vl. C7 JL/VT11

Rose to Fortune
^ porting. «'apprr asked what the pay
would bo. and was toll he would
start at Slo a wvk. 11.' had been
getting around $25 a week as a
printer.

"Doesn't look exactly like a pr >|motion," lie suggested to the editor.
"If you want to no on setting type

the rest of your life, run on back i"
the composing room." he was tohl. j
The long and short of it was that

Capper began work as a reporter in a

part of the city known m> North
Topeka. In the next half dozen
years lie held ail kinds of positions
on the paper up t«» city editor. In
that time. too. lie spent half a year
in New V«»rk city, on th»* Tribune, and
was in Washington for one sessjoti
of Congress covering it for the To- .

peka Capital. It was his own suggestionthat lie com.- east t" learn
something about the methods of 4
newspaper work in the metropolitan
tiomi. .\s a im-inner «u ui« .N iiaif hum

House press gal lories. Me revered
William Jennings Bryan's first spreeh
in Conjrrcss, and wrote »»f the sensationcreated l»v the "Hoy Orator of the
Platte" as Col. Itrayn was called In

* 1K92. The populist party controlled
in a number of the states in those
days, and hud sent the bushy-beard-
ed I'effer to represent Kansas in the (
Senate and "Sockless Jerry" Simpson
in the House, among others.
When Capper returned to Kansas,

having: absorbed knowledge of newspaperwork in the east and of the
working of Congress as a sponge ab1sorbs water, he determined to branch .

out for himself. He. found that the
owner of a weekly in North Topeka.
where he had first started reporting,
was anxious to sell. Capper learned
from the owner he would take $2,moo
cash, or $2,200 in time payments, for
the outfit. Now Capper had saved /
an even thousand dollars in his *

years of working on the Daily Capitaland in New York. But he needed
another thousand. He went to a
banker in North Topeka, with whom
he made friends, and the banker
loaned him the money.
For the next few years Capper was

busy building up his weekly paper,
the first of the string which he now

j owns. The Topeka Daily Capital fell
on hard days. It was losing money.
In the end a bank took it over for
its debts. The bank was not by way/
of running a newspaper. Its president
.... IU. .1 in / «>!»& c.n.1 I.. c..l til.-

Capital to him for the amount of
money the hank had involved, sqrin*
$56,000. Capper explained that he
had no money: that he was putting
all he made on his weekly into the
development of his plant. Tin* hanker
said if he would pay just $1,000 down
they would trust him for the real.
The upshot of it was that Capper
bought the paper, borrowing another
thousand from his old friend in f
North Topeka. In a few years ho had
so built up the Capital that he was
offered $260,000 for it He did not
fell.

*


